Matthew B. Faulkner
CAPP 305

5 Feb 01

Week #1 Assignment

Introduction to Visual Basic

With many advancements in programming since it’s inception, Visual Basic has emerged as a leading contender for creating GUI (Graphical User Interface) programs within the Windows environment.  BASIC (Beginners All-Purpose Symbolic Instruction Code), as a programming language was born in the mid 1960’s, under the tutelage of Dartmouth’s Kemeny and Kurtz, and was developed for beginning programmers (SDSU).  Initially known as BASIC, Visual Basic 6 is the evolution of the BASIC programming language.  With new computing capacity, the increased speed of today’s computers, the advent of Windows in the 80’s, and greater reliance of graphical interfaces, Visual Basic became the next logical step for programmers of tomorrow.


In 1991, with the introduction of Visual Basic 2, programmers from other languages legitimized Visual Basic as a truly professional programmers language.  There are thousands of programming languages worldwide, with a few high level-programming languages like C++, Java, Pascal, and Fortran leading the way in total numbers of programmers.  The fields utilizing these languages is diverse and covers fields in education, research, medicine, business, and law to name a few (UMD).  What makes Visual Basic different from other languages is ease of use created by the graphical interface that is its heart.

There are many advantages to programming in Visual Basic.  Before the creation of Visual Basic, programmers had to rely on text based code and slow compilers.  This time consuming process may have taken days or weeks to create the same code that Visual Basic can create and compile in a few hours (UMD).  By cutting programming time, programmers were able to spend less time programming and more time creating.  An ally of Visual Basic is that it closely resembles the user interfaces on millions of business and personal desktops around the world.  Another advantage of using Visual Basic to program became evident to C++ programmers as they designed their applications.  Initially, C++ programmers created code as easily transportable re-useable classes or modules.  As the number of classes grew, industry wide, programming time should have decreased and become easier.  According to MSDN, “C++ classes are very abstract and difficult to use.  In the end, C++ failed to produce the easily exportable and re-useable classes that it intended to create, while Visual Basic did.


In conclusion, Visual Basic was designed from one the most widely used programming language of all time, BASIC (UMD).  It was designed to be user friendly and just as easy to learn as BASIC was.  As with any product, there are downsides; Visual Basic’s downsides are its expensive cost, thanks to Microsoft, and compatibility problems when upgrading from a previous version of Visual Basic.
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